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of clothes was deemed to be the responsibility of the housewife, and this duty 
was accepted readily” (p  323) 

A second drawback is an uneven use of citation within entries—for ex-
ample, the reader is told, “Experiments have shown that a single set of bellows 
would replace 24 men with blowpipes” (p  167); “The Egyptians were a ‘dance-
loving’ people” (p  377); or “Whereas pagans often did not erect tombstones 
for young children, Christians did” (p  33)  Thus, it is difficult to connect state-
ments like this with their sources; and given the ample bibliography, it is not 
usually possible to figure out the source  Adding more robust in-text citations 
in future volumes would make the DDL even more useful  Citation informa-
tion from ancient texts is typically given, but more consistency would also 
help in this regard; for example, a Kassite adoption tablet is mentioned with 
no citation (p  12) 

Given the scope of the project, from roughly 3000 B C  to A D  500, the 
volume provides a useful starting point for more detailed study with its bib-
liography and numerous textual citations  The breadth of scope is impressive, 
and combined with the constant layering of primary sources, ensures that the 
volume will serve a variety of readers well 

Ryan N. Roberts 
Cornerstone University

Samuel L  Adams  Social and Economic Life in Second Temple Judea  Louisville, 
KY: Westminster John Knox, 2014  Pp  xiii + 252  ISBN 978-0-664-23703-5  
$35 00 paper 

This volume is a compact, topical analysis of various features in “the socio-
economic landscape of Judah/Judea in the Second Temple period, from the 
end of the Babylonian exile to the destruction of the temple by the Romans 
(532 B C E  to 70 C E )” (p  2)  Adams rightly calls this topic “far from mun-
dane” (p  1), for the socioeconomic was inseparable from the religious to the 
ancient mind and is therefore an important aspect of biblical interpretation 
(p  6)  Incredibly, no prior work exists that directly treats this topic in the Sec-
ond Temple period, so Adams sets out to fill the gap and provide fresh insight, 
despite the challenging lack of evidence  To do so, he addresses five topics: 
family life and marriage, the status of women and children, work and finan-
cial exchanges, taxation and the role of the state, and the ethics of wealth and 
poverty 

In chapter one, Adams begins with the heart of social life, the family, ad-
dressing size and household structure, particularly emphasizing the centrality 
of patriarchal kinship and the “house of the father” concept  He also surveys 
the ins and outs of endogamous marriage in the period and its links with eco-
nomic activity (cf  Ezra 9–10)  Germane to this topic are marriage gifts, and the 
legal procedures for and economic consequences of divorce 

In chapter two, the household remains under analysis, but the focus is 
women and children  Here, the paucity of evidence becomes especially pro-
nounced, but Adams draws from anthropological studies to supplement his 
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consideration of how women and children contributed to the household and 
the broader economy  A fascinating treatment of the social conditions for wid-
ows accompanies Adams’s discussion of inheritance and levirate marriage, 
which was still operative to some degree in the period  The role of male and 
female children then receives attention, the latter of which Adams suggests 
took a more public role than some of the ancient sources allow 

The marketplace comes into view in chapter three, with agricultural activ-
ity featuring prominently due to its prevalence among the population of Ju-
dea  Some engaged in the crafts, and few in skilled professions such as priest 
or scribe, which required considerable resources for years of training  Adams 
also provides a discussion of the use of coinage in the period even as barter-
ing was still most common  The details of interest, surety, and bribes are also 
discussed in illuminating ways, particularly with reference to these topics in 
wisdom literature 

Adams takes up the state in chapter four, moving chronologically from 
Persian through Roman imperial periods  This is the longest and most engag-
ing chapter, as there are significantly more primary sources and a wealth of 
secondary literature  Adams deals with taxation from a social anthropological 
vantage point, given the commonalities across farming cultures both ancient 
and modern  Meeting imperial, local, and priestly revenue obligations was a 
perennial concern for most in the Second Temple era  Adams also explores 
the economic aspects of political and religious conflict among the Ptolemies, 
Seleucids, and Hasmoneans, which proves to be an illuminating exercise (e g , 
pp  160–62) 

The last chapter deals with the ethics bound up with wealth and poverty, 
particularly as it is discussed in wisdom and apocalyptic literature  Adams 
finds a wide variety of perspectives in these sources, which he finds to be at 
odds on occasion  Wealth is sometimes portrayed as a divine blessing and re-
ward but elsewhere is denigrated in favor of acquiring wisdom  Adams claims 
that most sapiential books lack an explanatory mechanism for the righteous 
but poor individual  He finds that later texts of the period (Qumran, Enoch, 
the NT) draw from contemporary apocalyptic ideas to provide an eschatolog-
ical explanation 

There are certain limitations to the book  Adams leans heavily on second-
ary literature, and a good majority of primary sources cited are biblical (see 
the index of sources on pp  223–31)  While the latter is not problematic per se 
given the nature of his inquiry, Adams draws equally from every part of the 
OT, only leaving a few books uncited  In the introduction he acknowledges the 
uncertain dating for many of these texts (p  7) but then functionally takes leave 
to use any part of the OT as evidence for Second Temple socioeconomics  Re-
gardless of one’s position on dating the Pentateuch, for instance, it is ill-advised 
to treat the literature as essentially homogenous in this respect 

At other points, Adams cannot resist overt value judgments in his other-
wise descriptive exercise  On p  50, he refers to the “heroic tenacity of women” 
in domestic roles, which he claims had “as much to do” with the recovery of 
Judah after the Exile as any political event  While this sentiment is appreci-
ated, it is certainly overstated  A similar tone emerges on p  70, where appar-
ently Adams feels compelled to state that many daughters in the time-period 
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“experienced  lives of quiet desperation ” An unnecessary judgment is also 
made against the “patronizing perspective” of the scribe of Sir 38:29, who Ad-
ams portrays as biased against manual labor (p  92) 

Finally, because of the lack of primary sources available for certain parts 
of his investigation (e g , pp  38–39), Adams must take recourse to ethnogra-
phy and cross-cultural analysis  While this seems a legitimate supplement, 
because it can only describe the similarities between time periods and cultures, 
this method is necessarily limited in value and risks question-begging  For 
instance, Adams’s summary of work conditions on pp  126–27 could equally 
apply to poor agricultural communities in the present day 

These critiques notwithstanding, the vast majority of the book’s content 
is helpful and engaging  It is manageable in size and yet sufficiently detailed 
and well written to be genuinely useful  There is a wealth of information from 
which many scholars will no doubt benefit, and this volume could easily serve 
as a text for OT or NT introduction 

William A. Ross 
University of Cambridge

Kristine Garroway  Children in the Ancient Near Eastern Household  Explorations 
in Ancient Near Eastern Civilizations 3  Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns, 
2014  Pp  xvii + 374  ISBN 978-1-57506-295-2  $57 50 cloth 

This volume paints a picture of the role children played in ANE households 
focusing on the relationship between their social status and gender and their 
contribution to society at large  The author brings together child-centric texts 
and archaeological evidence (p  2)  The book consists of 10 chapters including 
an introduction and three appendixes  The introduction presents the two key 
concepts, household and child, and outlines a contextual approach to the inter-
pretation of the archaeological data found in the biblical and ANE material 
that specifically relates to children 

Chapter 1 defines the terms child and household in ANE society and dis-
cusses the sociology of childhood in the textual data (p  10)  The processual-
plus approach used by this study analyzes the evidence in light of different 
anthropological and archaeological theories  Chapter 2 addresses children 
who were adopted into a household and given a status of a blood relative 
through ANE adoption contracts (p  48)  Children were adopted as a primary 
heir or a secondary son, a daughter with high marriage potential, or a servant  
Chapter  3 examines the social status of two kinds of orphans: (1) children with-
out parents and (2) foundlings voluntarily orphaned by their parents (p  93)  
The biblical and ANE texts demonstrate that orphans were stigmatized and 
carried the stigma throughout their lives  Adoption usually provided for their 
upward societal mobility  Chapter 4 deals with children who were debt-slaves 
and placed in slavery by legal decisions of the father until the debt was repaid, 
with their social status changing from “free” to the ones “transferred out of 
the house” (p  140)  Girls might never regain their freedom because the fathers’ 
debts were repaid through marriage or a life of servitude 


